
RTJURY To FISRWE3 BY BIRDS. 

In 1914 and 1915, I&. E. P. Walker,Inspector, Alaska Fi6heries 

Service made some inquiries into the destruction of herring by p r e b  

tory birds, partionlarly gall6 and ducks, and reported that an emr- 

mons quantity of herring spswn wm destroyed each season by these 

birds in  the vioinity of Craig and Sitka, where lerrge numbers of 

herring s p m .  

A6 a result of his observations, the Bureau @me, ca~ef'ul oonsider- 

st ion t o  the formulation of measures designed t o  overcome .those W n -  

cies that am destructive t o  the herring fiahery. In the meantime, 

a conveatim WEIS made between the United S t 8 t e 6  and G r e a t  Britain 

for the protection of migratory birds in  the United States and Can- 

ada. This treaty was signed 011 A u g u s t  16, r a t i f i e d  by t h e  Senate 

A u g a a t  29, by the President September 1, and bg G r e a t  Britain Ooteber 

20; ratifications thereof were 6rnh&u?ged Deoember 7, and i t  rras po- 

a lahed  Deoember 8 ,  1916. 

Axticle I o f  the treaty dritslgnates the migratory birds under 

three alascifioations, (1) migratory gam birds, (2) migratory insea- 

tWnwus birds , and (3). other migratory nonQsme birds, which as8 the, 

SdkS, auklet89 bitt6rZl8, f I l . h l W ' B ~  gannets, mebas, @ 1 l w O t S ,  @I§, 

herons, jaBgers, loom,  murres, petre-, puffins, sheanratem, and 

terns. 

Article 11 prelparibes olose 6888011s f o r  the three classes of 

birds. Seotion S refers particularly t o  tho@ of the third oategoryr. 

It says "The close sea~on an other rnigratorynongame birdla shall aon- 

t i m e  throughout the yearr except that Eakhos  and IncU8ns may fshb 

at  ply 8eason amk8, mklets,  gaillsnlots, rSarnn,, and puffins, md 
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tbir eg@, for goad ssd their akin8 f o r  olothi.llg, but the birds and 

eggs SO taken shall not be sold or offered f o r  sale." 

It thus appears that the gulls and terns which are said t o  con- 

sume large qaslntities o f  herring can not be ki l led lawfully a t  agp 

time. 

merit, the Bpreau will not act further i n  oomrtenancing the destrac- 

tion of pwdst;ory birds unless i t  is  comlusively Shawn that their 

depredations are seriously injuring %he co&stal fisheries. These 

birds do not ordinarily go far irm the ooast in any coneiderable 

nnmbers, and therefore cannot be regarded a8 menacing the salmon 

fisheries. They are largely surface feeders. Where they are found 

on salmon streams and in the vicinity of  salmaa sparmi% gromds, 

it will be observed that  thqy are feedill?; primarily upon dead fish. 

Oaaasionally salmon may be attmked m i l e  s t i l l  alive and their ages 

piaked mat, but in all such ins taces  the volume of evidence indicates 

that the fish were aetnslly dyiw, and if unspent, that death would 

likely supemene before the act of spawning was even mmenued. 

In view of that protection, n m  assured by internationsl agree- . 






